Postmodernism and the Family
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The key issue with which postmodernism deals in discussing the family is this: to what extent is the family a “traditional” nuclear unit, and to what extent are there a wide [image: image1.wmf]

of families and households which it is becoming less and less possible to generalise about? This view suggests that macro or [image: image2.wmf]

theories such as Marxism and feminism are no longer useful because societies have become so complex and diverse that [image: image3.wmf]

are just not relevant any more.

One of the key postmodernist ideas is [image: image4.wmf]

. Postmodernists see individuals as having a wide range of choices regarding what sorts of households they live in. Unlike the New Right, who think traditional families are best, postmodernists think none of these families or households are [image: image5.wmf]

than any other. Life is like a [image: image6.wmf]

where you pick the lifestyle that you would like at any one point in time. At another time you might make a different choice.

Judith [image: image7.wmf]

argues that we may be discovering the postmodern family. In this type of family there are no right or wrong types of family. Instead, there is a wide variety of family or [image: image8.wmf]

types - family [image: image9.wmf]

. This could include nuclear families, but it also includes single-parent households, [image: image10.wmf]

couples, or people living on their own. There are no [image: image11.wmf]

for individuals in this kind of postmodern society, and choices do not have to be for life. People move in and out of different kinds of household at different points in their life, depending on what stage they are at in the family [image: image12.wmf]

.

However, other sociologists think postmodernists are wrong about this. Other sociologists, such as [image: image13.wmf]

or feminists, accept that there have been changes in family life. One change, for example, is that there are many [image: image14.wmf]

families, usually headed by women. Postmodernists see this as part of family diversity, and as [image: image15.wmf]

a family as any other sort. Functionalists would still want to argue that such households lack positive male [image: image16.wmf]

, and would see them as second-best when it comes to socialising children. [image: image17.wmf]

would disagree with this. They would argue that the absence of an adult man does not stop these households from being effective in [image: image18.wmf]

children. However, both functionalists and feminists would agree that single-parent families face particular problems in a society where the traditional [image: image19.wmf]

family is often seen as better. Both feminists and functionalists would argue that we live in a society where there is still [image: image20.wmf]

, and that not all families are seen as the same. There is still an [image: image21.wmf]

of family life, in which [image: image22.wmf]

families are often held up as a model for others to copy.
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